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By  Consul   Clement   S.  Ed^vards,  Santo  Dvniingo. 

The  conuucrcial  and  industrial  activities  of  the  Dominican  Repub- 
lic for  the  year  1917,  notwithstanding  the  abnormal  conditions 
arising  from  the  Avorld  war,  shoAved  not  only  a  marked  increase  over 
the  previous  year,  but  also  the  continued  and  groAving  prosperitj^  of 
the  country. 

Faith  in  the  stability  of  the  Government  and  general  confidence 
that  the  fruits  of  energy  would  be  protected  resulted  in  the  improve- 
ment of  conditions  throughout  the  island. 

The  opening  np  of  several  new  sugar  estates  and  the  erection  of 
mills  and  other  necessary  buildings  largel}^  increased  the  oppor- 
tunity for  eni])loymcnt,  Avhile  the  demand  for  cement,  structural  steel, 
and  other  building  material  added  greatly  to  the  volume  of  imports. 
Price  Movements  of  Sugar,  Coffee,  and  Cacao. 

Although  the  production  and  movement  of  sugar  fell  off  about 
15  per  cent  during  the  season,  commercial  conditions  in  the  south  or 
sugar  district  are  fair.  Importers,  anticipating  decreased  transi)orta- 
tion  and  other  difficulties,  purchased  extensively  early  in  191T  and 
.so  came  forward  in  1018  Avith  good  stocks,  Avhich  are  daily  increasing 
in  value  in  sympathy  Avith  prices  in  the  United  States.  Importers 
have  consequently  made  large  profits. 

The  conditions  in  the  tobacco  district  in  the  neighborhood  of  San- 
tiago are  prosperous.  The  ruling  prices  for  tobacco  are  high,  and 
consequently  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  acreage  planted  for 
1918. 

Because  of  discrimination  in  regard  to  freight  space,  cacao  dropped 
to  5  cents  a  pound,  Avhile  the  price  in  Ncav  York  Avas  from  12  to  13 
cents  a  ]:)ound.  Cacao  is  exported  annually  to  the  value  of  ap])roxi- 
mately  $5,000,000,  but  as  the  farmer  is  not  getting  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction, general  conditions  in  the  large  cacao  district  are  not  good. 

Advancement  in  Public  Works. 

The  construction  of  higliAvays  received  much  attention  during  the 
year.  The  definite  program  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works  to 
connect  all  the  principal  cities  of  the  country  by  means  of  substantial 
and  Avell-built  roads,  as  Avell  as  the  plan  to  traverse  the  island  from 
Santo  Domingo  on  the  south  shore  to  Monte  Cristi  in  the  north  by 
a  permanent  and  Avell-constructed  carretera,  Avas  pushed  Avith  much 
vigor. 

Among  other  impro\'ements  made  under  the  direction  of  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Works  during  the  year  special  mention  should 
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be  niaele  of  the  steel  liighway  bridge  oxcv  the  Ozama  River  in  Santo 
Domingo.  The  floor  of  this  bridge,  which  is  over  600  feet  in  length, 
is  41  feet  above  the  v\"ater,  and  ^Yhen  the  left  span  is  raised  there  is  a 
clear  channel  74  feet  wide,  accommodating  the  largest  vessels.  The 
depth  of  water  in  the  channel  is  20  feet,  and  the  vertical  clearance 
for  navigation  nnder  the  left  span  is  30  feet.  The  bridge  is  designed 
to  support  a  20-ton  road  roller  or  a  nniform  li^'e  load  of  80  ponnds 
a  square  foot  over  the  entire  surface. 

The  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Puerto  Plata,  which  was 
dredged  to  a  depth  of  22  feet ;  the  construction  of  a  reenf orced  con- 
crete wharf,  which  extends  into  the  harbor  for  1.100  feet  and  has  a 
reenf  orced  concrete  deck  9G  feet  4  inches  wide  by  412  feet  in  length; 
and  work  upon  the  new  two-story  customhouse,  also  of  reenforcecl 
concrete  and  located  on  the  wdiarf,  will  transform  this  northern  har- 
bor into  one  of  the  best  equipped  ports  in  the  West  Indies. 

Progress  made  upon  the  handsome  customhouse  in  Santo  Domingo 
(which  has  since  been  completed),  dredging  of  the  harbor  at  San 
Pedro  de  Miacoris,  the  building  of  numy  highway  bridges,  the  con- 
struction of  miles  of  fine  carreteras,  the  improvement  and  restoration 
of  some  of  the  public  buildings,  and  the  completion  of  plans  for  ex- 
tensive work  in  contemplation  signalized  the  labors  of  the  department 
during  the  year. 
Improvement  in  Agricultural  Methods. 

The  Departamento  de  Fomento  y  Agricultura  directed  special  at- 
tention to  the  general  improvement  of  agricultural  conditions  in  the 
Eepublic.  A  capable  and  efficient  supervisor  of  agriculture  was  em- 
ployed, and,  under  sanction  of  a  decree  issued  by  the  military  gov- 
ernment, accompanied  by  the  necessary  appropriation  of  funds,  an 
agricultural  experimental  station  w-as  establislied  about  10  miles  west 
of  the  city  of  Santo  Domingo  on  the  shores  of  the  Caribbean  and 
along  the  beautiful  carretera  which  leads  from  the  capital  city  in  that 
direction.  Land  has  been  cleared,  some  of  the  most  necessary  build- 
ings have  been  erected,  crops  of  various  kinds  have  been  planted,  and 
a  systematic  and  scientific  course  has  been  established  for  the  im- 
provement of  agricultural  methods.  The  intelligent  work  done  dur- 
ing, the  few  months  which  have  elapsed  since  the  establishment  of  this 
station  has  transformed  the  tract  upon  which  it  is  located  into  a 
beautiful  and  prosperous  farm  that  strikingly  shows  the  agricul- 
tural possibilities  of  this  fertile  island.  Already  substations  have 
been  established,  and  competent  men  have  been  put  in  charge,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  advise  and  direct  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  people. 
Dominican  aepublic  Eich  in  Undeveloped  Resources. 

Despite  its  early  fame  for  great  fertility  and  rich  mineral  re- 
sources, this  country,  unlike  its  neighboring  islands  to  the  east  and 
west,  has  remained  largely  undeveloped.  Nevertheless,  great  changes 
have  taken  place  in  the  last  few  years,  and  where  energy  backed  by 
capital  has  been  intelligently  applied  to  the  development  of  the  nat- 
ural resources,  a  rich  profit  has  been  the  reward.  No  doubt  remains 
in  regard  to  the  fertility  and  the  agricultural  possibilities  which  con- 
stitute the  country's  chief  and  unfailing  source  of  wealth. 

There  was  but  little  activity  in  mining  shown  during  11)17.  With 
the  exception  of  some  work  on  a  copper  mine  near  San  Cristobal, 
and  the  shipment  of  a  small  quantity  of  ore,  nothing  further  was 
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done,  and  active  work  on  the  mine  was  temporarily  abandoned  dur- 
ing the  year.  However,  recent  comprehensive  investigations  con- 
ducted by  efficient  engineers  have  established  the  existence  of  rich 
mineral  deposits. 

Renewed  interest  has  been  taken  in  the  production  of  oil,  and  near 
the  close  of  the  year  active  operations  were  in  progress  near  Azua 
on  the  southern  coast.  The  necessary  machinery  has  been  erected, 
and  drilling  was  again  begun  on  the  site  of  some  abandoned  wells. 
The  promoters  express  high  hopes  of  success.  The  presence  of  oil  is 
undisputed,  and  a  determined  efl'ort  will  be  made  to  test  thoroughly 
the  possibilities  of  the  field. 

The  conservation  of  the  great  forest  resources  of  the  Republic  is 
due  to  their  inaccessibility,  on  account  of  the  lack  of  roads.  The 
wealth  of  rare  hardwoods  and  rich  dyewoods  is  well  known,  and  fre- 
quent reports  have  been  published  calling  attention  to  the  mahogany, 
ebony,  lignum-vitre,  satinwoodj  rosewood,  walnut,  and  other  valuable 
woods  for  which  the  region  is  noted.  Extensive  areas  of  pine  are 
also  to  be  found,  and  logwood  and  fustic  enter  into  the  country's  ex- 
ports of  dyewoods. 

More  than  $50,000  worth  of  lignum-vitse  and  mahogany  was  ex- 
ported to  the  United  States  and  Porto  Rico  during  1917,  and  approx- 
imately $42,000  worth  of  all  other  Avoods,  of  which  the  United  States 
and  Porto  Rico  took  more  than  $31,000  worth. 
Manufacturing  Done  on  Small  Scale. 

The  Dominican  Republic  is  not  a  manufacturing  country.  To  a 
very  large  extent  it  depends  upon  its  imports  to  supply  its  wants. 
There  are,  however,  numerous  small  factories  whose  products  find  a 
ready  local  market.  These  factories  furnish  employment  to  a  con- 
siderable number  of  men.  Cigars,  cigarettes,  rum,  matches,  soap, 
hats,  boots  and  shoes,  boxes,  and  saddles  and  harness  are  the  most 
important  products. 

During  the  year  a  fiber  factory  was  established  in  the  vicinity  of 
Azua,  and  the  work  of  combing  out  the  fiber  of  the  cabulla  plant 
was  begun. 

Sugar  and  Cacao  Leading  Crops. 

The  leading  industry  of  the  country  is  the  cultivation  of  sugar 
cane  and  the  production  of  raw  sugar.  The  southern  part  of  the 
island  is  the  region  principally  devoted  to  this  industry,  and  there 
all  the  large  sugar  estates  are  located.  Sugar  to  the  value  of  $13,- 
386,463  was  exported  during  1917.  The  quantity  showed  an  increase 
of  8,856,419  kilos  (1  kilo=2.2046  pounds)  over  the  preceding  year. 

Five  sugar  mills,  representing  an  investment  of  $4,000,000,  were 
in  process  of  construction  during  1917.  Improvements  and  new 
machinery  installed  in  existing  sugar  estates  represented  an  outlay 
of  $1,800,000.  T\Ao  of  the  new  estates  are  located  at  Puerto  Plata 
and  one  each  at  La  Romana,  San  Pedro  de  Macoris,  and  Boca  Chica. 

After  sugar,  the  most  important  crop  is  cacao,  which  is  raised 
chiefly  in  the  northern  Provinces,  The.  product  is  known  in  the 
markets  of  the  world  as  Sanchez,  taking  its  name  from  the  port 
through  wdiich  it  is  chiefly  exported.  The  value  of  cacao  exported 
during  1917  reached  $4,8.50,275,  more  than  $1,000,000  less  than  in 
1916,  although  the  quantity  exceeded  by  2,661,702  kilos  the  exports 
of  1916.    The  loss  was  due  to  a  heavy  drop  in  prices. 
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Other  leading  products  are  honey,  coffee,  and  tobacco,  the  1917 
exports  of  the  last  named  reaching  the  value  of  $1,658,521. 

Exports  of  Principal  Products. 

Besides  the  foregoing,  other  items  entering  into  tlie  export  trade 
are  bananas,  beeswax,  coconuts,  copra,  raw  cotton,  vegetable  fibers, 
goatskins,  cattle  hides,  and  molasses.  The  quantity  and  value  of 
these  products  exported  during  1916  and  1917  are  given  in  the 
following  tahle : 


Articles. 


Bananas bunches. 

Beeswax kilos. 

Cacao do . . . 

Coconuts do . . . 

CoCee do . . . 

Copra do... 

Copper  ore do . . . 

Cotton,  raw do... 

Fibers,  vegetable do... 

Goatskins. do. . . 

Hides,  cattle do. . . 

Honey do.. . 

Molasses do... 

Sugar,  raw do... 

Sugar  cane tons. 

Tobacco  leaf kilos. 

Wood: 

Lignum-vitae tons. 

Mahogany do. . . 


1916 


Quantity.        Valu 


348. 560 
20</,S09 
053,305 
928, 215 
731,718 

64,809 
498, 436 

9!,25S 


159,527 
456,919 

812,007 
752, 440 
642,514 
132, 004 
925, 151 


$172,615 

111,415 

o. 958, 669 

23.657 

316,827 

6, 334 

15, 405 

31,759 

29,845 

120,063 

212,602 

64,729 

122,738 

12, 028, 297 

295,022 

1,433,323 

13,032 
2,312 


Quantity.        Value 


28,416 
265,809 
23.715,007 
422,3.30 
1,088,243 
167,000 
208,209 
66,015 


164,793 

486,951 

1,705,752 

22,084,435 

131,498,933 

142,687 

8,751,904 

1,577, 
165 


$6,056 

180, 183 

4,856,273 

11,069 

228,371 

15,613 

13,641 

32,164 

15, 887 

189,942 

292,068 

236,408 

157,563 

15, 386, 483 

349,216 

1,658,521 

57,844 
4,977 


The  cultivation  of  bananas  for  export  was  discontinued  late  in 
1916,  and  the  value  of  the  exports,  which  in  1916  had  reached  $172,- 
615,  dropped  to  $5,656  in  1917.  Tlie  closing  down  of  the  plantations 
has  been  a  serious  blow  to  the  Puerto  Plata  district  and  has  resulted 
in  the  loss  of  employment  to  several  hundred  men. 

statistics  of  Five  Leading  Products. 

The  sections  of  the  Republic  devoted  to  the  production  of  cacao, 
coffee,  sugar,  tobacco  leaf,  and  honey  are  given  in  the  following  table, 
which  also  shows  the  value  of  the  exports  from  each  locality  in  1917 
in  comx^arison  with  the  figures  for  the  previous  year : 


Ports. 

Cacao. 

Coffee. 

Sugar. 

Tobacco  leaf. 

Honeyo 

1916 

1917 

1916 

1917 

1910 

1917 

1916 

1917 

1917 

$21,576 
12, 92-1 

.f;240 
8,000 

S545, 279 

3089,093 

1 

S6, 718 

SI,  008 

15,457 

2,575 
2,356 

SI,  712 

7 

255 

205 

I.a  Romana 

S112,654 

SllO,  030 

3,413 

26 

Macoris...... .. 

279,000 

137,917 

202 

1,245,121 

116,231 
3,034,363 

212,405 

"'3,' 302' 
99,378 

1,628 

0,616,024 

10,082,975 

122 

86, 955 
853, 704 

200 

104,641 

1,42S;837 

80,184 
83,733 

Paerto  Plata. . 

916,950 

187, 735 

4,249,970 

212,360 

42, 849 

3,421 

1,273 

3,18G 

eoo 

Sanchez. 

13,564 
165,083 

478,077 
S,526 

122,422 
709 

6,390 

Santo  Domingo 

175,049 

1,863,573 

2,612,867 

«6, 196 

Total.... 

5,958,CG9 

4,856,275 

316,827 

228,  .371 

12,028,297 

13,386,463 

1,433,323 

1,058,521 

236,408 

a  No  separate  statistics  available  for  1910. 
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Conditions  Favorable  to  Cattle  Raising-. 

Renewed  interest  in  the  raising  of  cattle  became  apparent  during 
the  year,  owing  to  the  tranquil  conditions  prevailing  throughout  the 
country.  There  are  few"  large  ranches  in  the  Eepublic,  but  nearly  all 
the  farmers  give  some  attention  to  cattle  raising.  Holsteins  and 
Porto  Ricans  are  the  principal  breeds. 

As  a  general  rule,  the  cattle  are  comparatively  free  from  the  pests 
common  in  tropical  countries,  although  some  of  the  minor  diseases 
exist.  It  is  customary  to  allow  the  herds  to  remain  in  the  open  air 
throughout  the  year.  There  is  a  very  large  and  fertile  acreage  suit- 
able for  grazing  in  this  country. 

Steady  Progress  Made  in  Foreign  Trade. 

The  consistent  and  steady  progress  made  by  the  Dominican  Re- 
public in  its  foreign  trade  during  the  past  dozen  years  with  a  very 
considerable  and  constant  trade  balance  in  its  favor  is  clearly  seen 
from  the  following  table,  which  sets  forth  the  value  of  the  imports 
and  exports,  together  with  the  aggregate  trade  and  trade  balance  for 
each  year  from  1905  to  1917,  inclusive: 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total 
trade. 

Balance 
of  trade. 

Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total 
trade. 

Balance 
of  trade. 

1905. . 
1906.. 
1907.. 
1908.. 
1909.. 
1910.. 
1911.. 

S2, 730, 828 
4,06.5,437 
4,948,961 
4,767,77.5 
4,42.5,913 
O;  257, 691 
6, 949, 062 

$6, 896, 098 
6,536,378 
7,628,356 
9, 396, 487 
8,113,690 
10,849,623 
10, 995, 546 

$9, 632, 926 
10,601,815 
12,577,317 
14, 164, 2<52 
12,539,6)03 
17,107,314 
17,945,208 

$4, 1.59, 270 
2,470,941 
2, 679, 395 
4,628,712 
3, 687, 777 
4,. 591, 9.32 
4,045,884 

1912.. 
1913.. 
1914.  . 
1915.. 
1916.. 
1917.. 

$8,217,898 
9, 272, 278 
6,729,007 
9, 118,  .514 
11,664,430 
17,581,814 

$12,385,248 
10,469,947 
10, 588, 787 
15,209,061 
21,-527,873 
22,444,580 

$21, 603, 146 
19,  742,  225 
17,317,794 
24,327,575 
33, 192, 303 
40,028,394 

14, 167, 353 
l,197,(io9 
3,8.59,781 
6, 093, 547 
9, 863, 443 
4, 862,  K'S 

The  trade  of  the  Republic  for  1917  aggregated  $40,026,394,  an  in- 
crease of  $6,834,091  or  20.5  per  cent  over  the  previous  year,  $15,698,- 
819  or  64.53  per  cent  over  the  year  1915,  and  $25,862,132  or  182.58  per 
cent  in  excess  of  the  year  1908. 

In  1917  the  total  value  of  the  imports  was  $17,581,814.  The  share 
of  the  United  States  and  Porto  Rico  in  this  trade  was  $16,138,187.  or 
nearly  92  per  cent  of  the  whole.  The  imports  through  the  principal 
ports  of  the  Republic  in  the  order  of  their  importance  during  1917 
were  as  f ollow^s :  Santo  Domingo,  $4,907,453 ;  San  Pedro  de  Macoris, 
$4,462,470;  Puerto  Plata,  $3,757,441;  Sanchez,  $1,800,050;  and  La 
Romana,  $1,378,850. 

Thirteen  Principal  Imports. 

The  following  table  shows  value  of  the  13  principal  groups  of  im- 
ports for  the  years  1916  and  1917 : 


Articles. 


Cotton,  and  manufactures  of. 
Irm  and  steel,  and  manufao 

tures  of 

Rice 

Wheat  flour 

Provisions,  meat,  and  dairy 

products 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of.. 
Oils 


1916 


11,721,534 

1.562,367 

1,08'),  068 
621,900 

530, 195 
317,421 

545,281 


1917 


1,841,624 

1,317,112 

833, 149 

1, 368, 658 
490,146 
382, 356 


Articles. 


Fibers,  vegetable,  and  man- 
ufactures of 

Leather,  and  manufactures 
of 

Fish,  and  manufactures  of... 

Chemicals,  drugs,  and  dyes. 

Veh  icles  and  boats 

Agricultural  implements 


1916 


$508, 64 1 

385,518 
369, 20) 
293, 072 
408, 382 
121, 830 


$478,343 

714,398 
419,375 
477,0,56 
356, 16 ) 
124, 023 
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Detailed  Statistics  of  1917  Imports. 

The  department  of  the  receivership  installed  a  more  detailed^ 
classification  of  the  imports  and  ex^wrts  for  1917,  and  it  is  therefore 
not  possible  to  show  comparisons  with  the  jireeeding  year,  except 
among  the  principal  articles  as  grouped  and  shoAvn  in  the  foregoing 
table. 

The  following  statement  presents  in  detail  the  countries  of  origin 
of  the  principal  articles  imiwrted  into  the  Dominican  Republic  dur- 
ing 1917: 


Articles. 

United     United 
States.       I^^^- 

1 

France. 

Italy. 

Spain. 

Cuba. 

Porto 
Rico. 

Oilier 
coun- 
tries. 

AgriculUiral  icachinen' 

$109, 1.52 
3,fi52 

14,287 

105,  f  31 

177,  €27 

50,495 

186,552 

34,204 

8,755 

784 

6,050 
12,407 
33,814 
3H;,  177 
11,4€4 
167,365 
201 

140,358 
8,587 

.5,  i€8 
44  199 

$6,200 

2497 

$429 

«342 
700 
800 

991 

Si,  890 

2,380 

14,802 

156 

.5,366 

2,  .537 

1,398 

Books  and  other  priDted  matter.. 
Cars,    canriages,   otiier   vehicles, 
and  pai-ts  oJ: 

325 

3,956 

$15 

2,975 

1300 

::::;::;;;; ::: 

Allotlier 

900 

2 

41 

495 

Cement        

Chemical    and    pharmaceutical 
pnrdutTts,  etc.: 
Simple  drugs,  oils,  fats,  etc... 
Caustic  soda 

Almond  oil 

10 
2 

25 

96 

Vegetable  juices,  wis,  andex- 

220 

74 

4 

17 

Etsins 

Tallows  amd  greases 

Another 

Clocks -and  wa-tches 

2,397 

9,376 

640 

7,650 

28 

4,590 
224 

115 
,  7, 265 

£3,794 
123,699 

215,858 

69, 745 
U)6.647 

55, 514 

2S,379 
330 

59, 226 
3,360 
1,442 

74,887 

10, 2.52 

98 
330 

103 

2,467 

9,276 
5,014 

10 

540 

3,235 

44 

3S,1&5 
■611 



1,<J02 
220 

2,277 

8 

5,751 

62 

2  748 

Coal 

Ooke,  briquets  and  other  fuels 

Copper  and  alloys,  and  manufac- 
tures oL       ..' 

825 
594 

22 

1 

3 

495 

4C 

152 

16 

Cork  and  manufactures  of 

Cotton,  and  maiuifeetures  of: 
Raw 

Blanketfi  and  blanket  cloth     - 

2,Ct93 
.   650 

6 

1 

4 
1 

""'167 

Cloths- 
Plain  woven — 

Bleached  or  un- 

blcached 

Oyed  er  printed 

Einlwssed  or  manu- 
factured with  dyed 

314,531 
372,957 

796,555 

107,983 
215,922 

260,340 

111,2.57 
17,740 

107, 283 
4,  €88 
27, 333 

204,428 

144,443 

41 

10,. 395 

1,1«3 

351,272 

54,495 
26, 1S4 

93 

45, 708 
77,,57«  ; 

19,822 

19,244 
38, 925 

17,341 
30 

176 
61 

6 

377 
C 

438 
1,355 

510 
58 

1,089 
54 

703 

69S 

2,390 

599 
93 

2,259 
857 

TwUlcd  or  figured  in  the 
loom— 
BleachC'd   or  un- 
bleached   

17 

DTOd  or  printed 

Embossed  or  manu-  ' 
facturcd  with  dyed 
yarns        . .   .   ' 

9 

Clothing  (except  laiit  goods). 
Duck 

264 
75 

Knit-goods 

35 

1,454 

14i;061 

123, 626 

21, 821 

1,725. 

C-63 

9,304 

3S 

25 

I'iqLW 

2 

Yarns,  and  manufactures  of.. 
Another 

6,601 
13,034 

147 

£89 
1, 250 

93 

179 
6,315 

296 

2 

"""983' 
20 

4 

10,489 

3,319 

Earthenware,  porcelain,  clav,  and 
pottery '... 

Explosives: 

Cartridges 

Another 

Feathers,  intestines,  aiid  mamu- 
faetures  of 

237 

185. 

2 

Pibcrs,  vegetable,  and  manufac- 
tures of: 
Jute  bags        

10,  S36 

631 

l^oSS 

Yarns,  threads,  twines,  and 
cords 

SC4 
364 

239 
146 

1,069 
1    S44 

is. 

2,206 

Another 

Foodstuffs  and  beverages. 
Meats— 

fippf,  -mtittoTi,  and  pork, 

Bcef,jerkcd 

DOMINICAN    REPUBLIC. 


Articles. 

United 
States. 

Tnited 
King- 
dom. 

France. 

Italy. 

Spjin 

Cuba. 

Porto 
PJco. 

Other 
coun- 
tries. 

Foodstuffs  and  beverages— Con. 
Meats— Con. 
J  ard 

$278, 573 
35, 199 
73, 194 
07, 614 
10, 124 

10,340 

211,648 

103, 570 

172 

11,598 

96,997 
16,004 
26,532 
1, 160, 565 
96, 460 
818,857 

47,4.57 
76,  ,849 

179, 129 

7, 783 

6,122 

12,878 

230, 708 

36, 091 

30,055 

73, 935 
9,930 

18,  .522 
6,999 

45, 388 

45,231 
100, 123 

16,640 
9,991 
4.846 

10;908 
1,821 

63,  ,867 

29,  .390 
62,052 

172,698 
316,  .522 
71,472 

5,058 
45,  ,862 
20,902 

148,834 

139.563 

34,963 

293 

54, 457 
18;t,559 
183, 769 

46,602 
275, 227 
45,204 

69, 238 

20, 121 

407,437 

S342 

$2, 169 

844 

620 

1,900 

18 

265 
7,  .341 
3,728 

S37 

$46 

128 
45 

All  other  (except  canned) 
Fish- 
Pickled  

7 

331 

All  other  Cexccpt  canned) 

Grains,     fruits,     vegetables, 

and  preparations  of— 

Beans,   peas,  and  pulse 

(dried) 

•> 

281 

76 
5,949 

$ini 
1,000 

5,564 

585 

2C),  376 

1, 654 

131,. 8.58 

1, 196 

11,602 

7,968 
;{*240 

41,878 

438 

3,491 

2, 678 

21,707 
1,459 

302 

2,148 
562 
322 

1,812 
174 

1,017 

1,534 

72 
592 
286 

1,700 
123 

6,595 

3,111 
23,811 

21,693 
117,017 

4,769 

242 
1,177 
2,804 

33,115 

24,071 

1,417 

202 

7,0.57 

8,011 

171 

Bread.       biscuit,       and 

$513 

144 

$70 

21') 

Onions  and  garlic 

Potatoes,  fresh  .... 

Rice  . 

13,354 

11,3.35 
"2,' 0.30' 

08 

^\'heat  flour  . . . 

Vermicelli,  macaroni, 

and  p istes  for  soup 

Allolher 

523 

183 
6, 509 
730 
866 
4 
103 

2 

673 
96 
44 
440 
150 
57 
2,039 

11,449 

360 

17, 124 

17,022 

926 

1,124 

2 

50 

25' 

17,841 
10 
32 

2,740 

1,027 
11,(330 
54,928 
10, 040 

14,809 
2,388 

1,075 

4,742 

1,143 

.353 

976 

995 

5,84 
2, 890 

804' 
390 

i' 

9,908 

Liquors  and  beverages — 

528 

Spirits,  distilled 

5,242 

Wines 

372 

Another 

219 

Oils  for  table  use 

14 

Spices 

1 

MiscelIui?ous: 
Butter  .   .. 

09,513 

Canned  or   preserved 
goods- 
Fish 

437 
241 
352 
496 
110 
792 
1,227 

'""lYi 
92 

36 

Fruits 

Meats 

Vegetables 

Cheese  . 

454 

Condensed  milk 

Confectionery 

Oleomargarine     and 

070 

4,849 

1, 730 

702 
552 

Olives 

214 
813 

2 

9 

8 

1,991 

16' 

106 

900 

409 

3,534 

1 

I'ickles  and  sauces... 
All  other 

Stock  food 

G lass  and  glassware 

314 

230 

1,430 
1,545 

238 
76 
193 

503 

8,790 
39,429 

26" 

702 

78 

11 

Gold,  silver,  platinum,  and  man- 
ufactures of 

1, 903 

Hats  and  caps 

9 

250 

1,865 
2, 401 
3,764 

2, 034 

"'"iir 

295 

511 

Hides  and  skins,  and  manufac- 
tures of: 
Tanned  hides  and  skins,  cur- 
ried, dvcd,  or  dressed 

Boots,  shoes,  and  slippers 

86 

All  other 

1,074 

32 

Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures 
of: 

Cast  iron- 
Bars,  beams,  plates,  etc 

Pines  and  fittings 

All  other 

9, 090 

Wrou!,'ht  iron,  steel,  and  mal- 
leable iron— 
Galvani7.ed  sheets.. 

All  other 

282 
12 

i' 

Cutlery 

2,485 

291 

9 

542 

70 

51 

392 

9 

Firearms 

31 

Nails  and  tacks 

101 

11 

Pipo.s  and  fittinss,  n.  e  s 

Rails !.'. :::" 

Railway  track  material  (ex- 
cept rail;!) 

1,391 
2,909 
1,033 

17,7.55 

1,037 

25,790 

Stnictural  material 

918 
22 

6 

Tools  and  implements 

Wire- 
Barbed,     with     staples 
therefor 

193 

229 

9 

205 
400 

Another 

5,434 

2,  ii2 

103 

528 

2, 208 
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Articles. 


United 

States. 


United 
King- 
dom. 


Italy. 


Spain. 


Cuba. 


PoTtO 

Rieo. 


Other 
coun- 
tries. 


Machinery  and  apparatus: 

Electrical 

Engines,  Kteam— 

'Locomotives  and  tenders 
Another 

Power  pumps 

Sewing  machines. 

Sugar  machinery 

Typewriters . . . '. 

All  other- 

Metal  wastes  and  scoriifi. 

Musical  instrumentSj  and  parts  of 
Oils,  mineral: 

Crude 

Gasoline 

Illuminating 

Lubricating 

Another 

Pamts,  pngmcnts,  varnishes, etc.: 

Paints  and  pigments 

All  other 

Paper,  and  manufactures  of 

Pearls,  precious  stones,  and  imi- 
tations of,  unset 

Perfumery,  cosmetics,  and  other 

toilet  preparations 

Plated  ware,  fold  and  silver 

Rattan,  bamboo,  etc.,  and  manu- 
factures of , . . 

Rubber,  and  maiiufaciHires  of 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of , 

Soap 

Stones  and  earths,  and  manufac- 
tures of 

Tin,  lead,  zinc,  and  other  metals, 

and  manufactures  of 

Wood,  ond  manufactures  of: 

Boards,  plants,  and  beams.. 

Furniture 

All  other- 

Wool,  and  manufactures  of 

-\11  other  dutiable  articles 

.'Ul  other  free  articles 

Legal  currency ., 


182,897 

84,941 
104,945 

42, 070 

28,,  024 
371,459 

2.5,917 

375, 186 

583 

20^373 

45, 164 
115,456 
214,453 

68, 877 
OS,  387 

87,448 

46,534 

202, 448 

46 

31,273 

27  292 

23,949 

76,479 

79,112 

240, 915 

31, 553 

.14,,S33 

234,09® 
103,822 
109,345 
07,834 
137, 809 
191,398 
130.,  .QQ® 


S122 


S424 


26 


S27S 

4 

152 


3,495 

.1,472 

.57 


2 

24 

1.349 


2,902 


1 
1 

7,477 


21S 

695 

14 


39,085 
26 

290 

112 

9, 723 

854 


117 

10 


sis' 


201 
179 


1, 074 
1 

2 

449 

447 

1,229 

11 


1, 362 


10 
Gl 
123 

354 


S3, 052 

3,470 

20,635 

384 

694 

123, 831 

2. 5.54 

3i; 252 

15 

582 

160 

1, 994 

3, 358 

462 

177 

1,431 

443 

11,965 


3,-855 
1,401 

830 

6, '949 

25, 136 

5, 291 

2,009 

566 


S3 


900 


1 

'6,"  650 


136 
18 

4 
1 

2,540 
245 


5, 237 

2, 371 

278 


129 

193 

1,451 

6,616 

'018 


115 

24 

277 

14,472 

25 


56 
1,088 

373 
2,392 

660 


242 

1,624 

132 

366 

1, 678 


51 

3,493 

385 

135 

528 


Destination  of  Exports. 

Exports  for  1917  reached  a  total  value  of  $22,1:44,580,  as  against 
$21,527,873  for  1916.  Of  this  amount,  the  combined  mine  of  the 
merchandise  exported  to  the  United  States  and  Porto  Ei<3o  during 
1917  was  $18,660,776,  or  83.14  per  cent  of  the  total.  ^ 

The  following  table  giv-es  th'e  quantit^v  and  value  -of  the  exports 
from  the  Dominican  Eepublic  for  1916  and  1917,  together  vrith  the 
countries  of  destination : 


Prcducts  and  destination. 

1910 

917 

Kflcs. 

Value. 

Kilcs. 

Value. 

o  348, 560 
343, 000 

§172,615 
171, 500 

28,416  . 

S6,656 

United  States 

Haiti 

27,944 

265,  SOD  . 

259,045 

2,180 

3,010 

«,599 

209, 809 

199,7^3 

7,344 

111,  415 

107,896 

2,911 

ISO,  183 

United  States 

176, 620 

P  ort 0  Rico 

1,398 

United  Kingdom - 

1,479 

Franc*     .                                     .                           

2,263 

21,053,305 

20, 325, 145 

38, 931 

668, 074 

14,355 

6,800 

928, 215 

928, 115 

1,731,718 

1,106,499 

9,175 

453 

5,958,669 

5, 810, 679 

7,088 

135, 170 

3,692 

2,040 

23, 657 

23,655 

310, 827 

207,575 

1.116 

Cacao,  crude 

United  States 

23,715,007 

ffi,D98,190 

310,332 

306,485 

4, 856, 275 
4,731,902 

Porto  Rico 

66, 233 

France 

38,140 

United  Kingdom 

Italy 

422.330 

420,152 

1,088,243 

371,900 

7,830 

4,000 

11,069 

United  States 

11,048 

Coffee 

228,371 

United  States 

92,342 

Porto  Rico 

1,333 

Culsa 

1,286 

a  Bunches. 


DOMINICAN    REPUBLIC. 


Products  and  destination. 


Coffee— Continued. 

United  Kingdom.. 

Franco 

Spain 

Copra 

United  States 

Copper  ore 

United  States 

Cotton ,  raw 

United  States 

United  Kingdom.. 

Franco 

Hides  and  skins: 

Goat 

United  States. 
Torto  Rico 

Cattle 

United  States. 

Porto  Rico 

Honev 

United  States 

United  Kingdom.. 

France 

Italy 

Porto  Rico 

Molasse.s ,. 

United  States.'. ... 

United  Kingdom.. 

Porto  Rico 

Sugar,  raw 

United  States 

Canada 

Tobacco,  leaf 

United  States 

United  Kingdom.. 

France 

Porlo  Rico 


Sjiain. 
I^ethcrlands 


Wcods- 

Ligmim-vitao 

United  States.... 
United  Kingdom. 

I'orto  Rico 

Mahogany 

United  States.... 
United  Kingdom. 
Porto  Rico 


Kilcs. 


6,  750 
468,313 


64, 809 
64, 809 
408,456 
498,456 
91,  879 
88, 606 


2,659 


159,527 
159, 424 


456,919 
452,708 

2,499 
012,007 
129, 858 
290, 191 
135,900 

3,000 


752, 440 
930, 690 
44ti,  250 
375,500 
042, 514 
581,774 


925, 151 

824, 485 

8,011 

.'■)81,248 

278, 053 


455 
106 

7 


a  95 
u  89 


Value. 


$1,500 
78, 0?3 


6, 334 
6,. 33  4 
15, 403 
15, 403 
31,759 
30, 577 


1,056 


122,063 
122,012 


212,002 
210, 766 
1,161 
64, 729 
12,5.52 
24,967 
9,114 


120,738 

51,286 

67,550 

1.902 

12, 028, 297 

9, 060, 613 


1,433,323 

538,075 

1,932 

58,910 

35, 169 


13,032 

4,299 

126 


2,312 
2,240 


Kilcs. 


Value. 


120, 885 

.352,610 

120,';  30 

167,  000 

167,000 

20S,  :09 

£OK,209 

66,015 

63, 490 

2,500 


164,793 

153, 132 

1,610 

486,951 

476, 077 

7,810 

1,705,752 

993, 497 

401,828 

233, 100 

05,071 

6, 875 

22,084,435 

979, 301 

16,332,000 


131,498,933 

105,849,910 

25, 406, 748 

8,751,904 

5,325,093 


835,993 
469, 393 
940,867 
825,000 

1,577,109 
1,197,486 


65, 221 

165,054 

124, 293 

6,000 

7,844 


»2S, 186 
51,?53 

28, 868 
15, 613 
15,613 
13,641 
13,641 
32, 164 
31,909 
250 


189,942 

188, 148 

1,751 

292,068 

286, 735 

4,729 

236, 40 

144, 186 

57,070 

24,230 

9,383 

1,038 

157, 563 

37, 105 

109,344 


13, 380, 463 

10,800,906 

2, 562, 356 

1,658,521 

1,015,5.39 


149,617 
97,976 
178,541 
150,000 

57,844 
49, 111 


1,355 

4,977 

4,302 

100 

185 


t^  Tons. 

Declared  Exports  to  TTnited  States. 

Tlio  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  articles  declared  at 
the  several  ports  of  the  Santo  Domingo  consular  district  for  ship- 
ment to  the  United  States  in  1917,  in  comparison  Avith  the  preceding 
5^ear : 


Articles. 

Santo  Domingo. 

San  Pedro  de                . 
Maooris.                     ^==™- 

La  Romana. 

1916 

1917 

1916            1917 

1916 

1917 

1916 

1917 

$202, 199 

131,551 

26, 753 

47, 833 

476 

1,419 

7,166 

$2.53, 141 

73,839 

38,614 

60,988 

69,203 

501 

31,687 

331 

111 

§279,882     ?164,431 

$121,862 

1114,681 

Coffee 

S21  815 

1 

83,299 

44,961 

3,527 

$93,496 

42,225 

5,475 

Hides  cow 

17,759  1       17.274 

0,822 

25,073 
3  580 

Honey 

25,279 

House  and  personal  ellccts. . 
Metals,  old 

1,256 

112 

3,833         2-4,038 
39,080         34,077 

5,868 

"4,"  572" 

2,415 

465,654 

21,437 

2,265 
1,896 

"'4,' 482' 
167 

1,699 

13,099 

341 

3,853 

467,151 

22, 773 

47, 137 

Molasses 

7,  .562 
794 

Rosin 

Sheepskins 685 

Sugar 1 .  555. 406 

.      1 

1,824,860 
58,154 

18,381 

2,176 

985 

8, 125 

12,  .567 

6,332,935 
11,745 

7, 778, 368 
11,672 

Wax,  bees 

29,243 

205 

161,225 

1,229 

747 

6,687 

5,888 

Woods: 

Fustic 

Logwood 

1 

Mahogany 

1,608 
2,880 
8,233 

977 

57,239 

61 

other 

4,596 
5,048 

All  other  articles 

Total 

17,383 

125 

2,191,879 

2,453,663 

6,694,878 

8,067,860 

662,358 

755,636 

136, 752 

149,33! 

10 


SUPPLEMENT  TO   COMMERCE   EEPORTS. 


Shipments  to  Porto  Kico  from  these  ports  increased  as  follows:. 
Santo  Domingo,  from  $-33,790  in  1916  to  $71,613  in  1917;  San  Pedro 
de  ^lacoris,  from  $21,555  to  $27,787;  Azna,  from  $29,687  to  $37,088; 
and  La  Eomana,  from  $315,601  to  $328,580.  Exports  declared  for 
the  Virgin  Islands  in  1917  amounted  to  $911  from  Santo  Domingo 
and  $4,117  from  San  Pedro  de  Macoris. 

Share  of  Respective  Countries  in  Import  Trade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  share  of  each  country  in  the  import 
trade  of  the  Dominican  Republic,  together  with  the  carrying  trade 
by  vessels: 


Mer- 
chandise 
free  of 
duty. 

Merchan- 
dise 
subject  to 
duly. 

. 

Carrying  trade 

,  by  vessels. 

Countries, 

Domin- 
ican. 

American. 

British! 

French. 

Norwe- 
gian. 

.Ml 

othar. 

United  States 

$615,906 

50,014 

3,518 

6, 803 

5,114 

40 

4,070 

52 

87 

.$13,704,445 

1,767,822 

46,655 

.596,. 308 

18.5, 466 

95, 289 

189,800 

9,519 

71,929 

IfiS 

19, 121 

3,. 590 

960 

1.867 

8,141 

6.0.59 

6,593 

13 

112 

564 

$98, 499 
521,936 

.$13,087,300 

1,202,964 

7,233 

569,974 

65, 608 

81,776 

177,025 

8,726 

66, 127 

$12,5,871 
44,150 

$803, 131 
4,858 

$205,550 
36, 960 

Porto  Rico 

$6,938 

Cuba 

42,940 

United  Kingdom 

France 

643 
6,030 
2,904 
8,749 

241 

5,346 

118,106 

9, 888 

1,311 

26,907 
836 
761 

■  fi,548 

Italv 

Spain 

17 

220 

Netlierland,s 

845 

1 

508 

5, 381 

Belgium  a 

168 

Switzerland 

3,221 
662 
28 

1,353 
5,453 
3,807 

11,149 

098 

47 

514 
1,874 

4, 748 

39 

1,211 

1 

1,057 

Haiti  

179 

389 

other   Britisti   West 

Butch  We5t  Indies... 

814 

2  2")  2 

6,130 
8 
75 

'463 

2 

3 
37 

564 

Total 

685,643 

16,714,421 

653, 854 

15,287,228 

171,520 

146,556 

843,. 550 

297,039 

a  This  import  from  Belgium  refers  to  settlement  of  an  old  accouni  of  1913,  submitted  to  the  court  for 

nonpayment. 

Countries  Sharing  Export  Trade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  share  of  each  country  in  the  Do- 
minican export  trade,  together  with  the  carrying  trade  by  vessels : 


Merchan- 
dise free 
of  duty. 

Merchan- 
dise sub- 
ject to 
duty. 

i 
Carrying  trade  by  vesse  s. 

Countries. 

Domin- 
ican. 

American. 

British. 

French. 

Norwe- 
gian. 

All 
other. 

$12, 474, 049 

614,  .544 

37, 077 

170,208 

204, 237 

9,684 

179,059 

2,  .562, 3.56 

1.50, 000 

14, 190 

161,308 

40, 647 

4,953 

$5. 472, 738 

99,445 

1,286 

36, 216 

89, 393 

$198, 393 

141,191 

3,  .588 

44,481 

$13,730,279 
439, 145 

$36, 704 
133,028 

$3,981,411 

$625 

Cuba 

34, 775 

United  Kingdom 

5, 559 

17,670 

9, 684 

181,499 

1, 152, 601 

156, 384 

$276, 020 

Italy 

28, 868 

26,428 

2,880 

1,405,435 

1,440 

14,400 

164,400 
14, 190 

Haiti 

819 
1,230 

18, 191 
1,613 

17, 595 
15, 737 
18, 791 
1,613 

4,085 

11,587 

8,427 
22,190 

7, 920 

1,445 

3,950 

4,353 

other  British   West 

4,4.58 
2,370 
23,437 
15,000 
11,120 

373 

2,370 

1,626 

108 

19.418 
15, 000 
11,120 

5,337 

201) 

Canary  Islanls 

Total 

16, 678, 755 

5,765,825 

472, 010 

15,598,286 

334, 333 

309,007 

3,394,766 

221,025 
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Number  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  Engaged  in  Trade. 

The  folloAving  table  shows  the  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels  en- 
gaged in  the  foreign  and  the  coastwise  trade  of  the  Dominican  Re- 
public entered  at  each  port  during  the  calendar  year  1917: 


steamships. 


Wifh  cargo. 


Num- 
ber. 


Regis- 
tered 
tomiage. 


In  ballast. 


Num- 
ber. 


Regis. 

tered 

tonnage. 


Sailing  vessels. 


With  cargo. 


Num- 
ber 


Regis- 
tered 
tonnage. 


In  ballast. 


Num- 
ber. 


Regis- 
tered 
toimage. 


FOP.EIGN  TRADE. 


Azua 

Barahona 

La  Romana 

Macoris 

Monte  Crlsti 

Puerto  Plata — 

Samana 

Sanchez 

Santo  Domingo. 


S9S 


M,506 
34,243 
57,086 
90, 064 


47 
3 
4 


15 
103 


16, 293 
153, 047 


89,622 

45, 759 

1,829 

4, 273 


334 
3.%  600 


179 
1,530 
10,014 

626 
4, 338 

260 
1,606 
S,C62 


Total . 


412, 137 


240       175,417 


173         26,615 


COASTWISE   IRADE. 


Azua 

Barahona 

La  Romana 

Macoris 

Monte  Cristi 

Puerto  Plata.... 

Samana 

Sanchez 

Santo  Domingo. 


17 
3 
154 
201 
22 
35 
59 
58 
235 


25,  S49 
450 

23. 179 
106,942 

55, 826 

81,317 
149, 747 
129, 232 
308, 155 


151 

441 


11 
213 


Total. 


SSO,  730 


866 


20,007 


191, 382 
122,629 


38, 793 


13, 691 
14,840 


251 
327 
451 
S68 
190 
636 
464 
250 
707 


229, 402 


4,144 


8,933 
6,242 
6,839 

20,257 
1,853 
8,427 
7,483 
5,432 

19, 280 


84, 746 


1,901 

444 

7 

2,  .375 

4,993 

395 

29 


1,532 


135 


11,673 


42 

ISO 

136 

869 

94 

19 

31 

37 

327 


1,735 


2,281 
2,793 
1,745 

8,452 

2,097 

2Q3 

784 

859 

5, 469 

24,680 


Transportation  Facilities. 

Transportation  throughout  the  interior  of  the  Dominican  Republic 
is  furnished  by  means  of  limited  railroad  lines,  an  extensive  system 
of  trails,  and  a  grooving  mileage  of  fine  boulevards.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  the  private  lines  on  the  sugar  estates,  which  total  about 
250  miles,  all  the  railroads  are  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Republic. 
The  Dominican  Central  Railway  connects  Puerto  Plata  with  Santi- 
ago and  has  an  extension  to  Moca,  and  the  Samana  and  Santiago 
Railway  extends  from  Sanchez  to  La  Vega,  with  a  branch  to  Salceclo. 
These  lines  have  an  aggregate  extent  of  about  150  miles, 

Tran.sportation  between  the  United  States  and  the  Dominican 
Republic  is  supplied  by  the  Clyde  Steamship  Co.,  Avhich  has  two 
steamers  plying  regular!}^  between  Xew  York  and  the  principal  ports 
of  this  countiy,  carrying  passengers  and  freight  and  making  an 
average  of  one  complete  voyage  each  month.  In  addition,  this  com- 
pany has  three  freight  steamers  plying  between  the  same  ports. 
During  the  sugar  seasons  additional  steamers  are  generally  chartered 
to  take  care  of  the  heavy  exports. 

The  Bull  Insular  Steamship  Co.  has  one  passanger  and  freight 
steamer  making  regular  weekly  voyages  between  San  Juan,  P.  R., 
and  Dominican  ports.  One  freight  and  passanger  steamer  of  the 
Compania  Naviera  dc  Cuba,  plying  between  Cuban  and  Porto 
Rican  ports  and  making  the  voyage  once  each  three  weeks,  stops  at 
San  Pedro  de  Macoris  and  Santo  Domingo  on  both  the  outward  and 
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tlie  return  voyages.  The  Santo  Domingo  of  the  Compania  Xavlera 
Antillana,  Avhich  carries  both  passengers  and  freight,  makes  a  voyage 
■weekly  between  San  Juan,  P.  E.,  and  Santo  Domingo  and  San 
l*edro  de  Macoris.  .The  Compagne  General  Transatlantique  until  re- 
cently had  a  steamer  making  regular  voyages  between  Martinicjue  and 
the  Dominican  Republic  and  stoj)ping  at  Porto  Rico. 

Although  there  are  no  steamship  connections  with  Gulf  ports,  there 
are.  in  addition  to  the  lines  mentioned  above,  several  schooners  mak- 
ing irregular  voyages  to  Dominican  ports,  and  three  steamers  of  an 
average  tonnage  of  1,000  tons  each,  operated  by  the  La  Romana 
Sugar  Estate  and  engaged  in  carrying  cane  from  La  Romana  to 
Guanica,  P.  R. 

While  foreign  vessels  may  engage  in  coastwise  trade  imder  certain 
restrictions,  the  trade  is  chiefly  taken  care  of  by  a  considerable  fleet 
of  small  schooners  and  sailing  vessels.  A  small  Dominican  steamer 
plying  between  southern  ports  carries  passengers  and  freight. 

Banking  Situation  Satisfactory. 

The  banking  situation  in  the  Republic  is  considered  satisfactory, 
and  the  present  organizations  appear  to  be  quite  capable  of  serving 
the  country's  needs.  The  International  Banking  Corporation  of 
New  York  established  a  branch  in  Santo  Domingo  City  in  1917, 
having  purchased  the  business  of  a  local  banking  house.  Later  the 
same  corporation  established  branches  in  San  Pedro  de  Macoris, 
Santiago,  and  Puerto  Plata.  The  Royal  Bank  of  Canada  has 
branches  established  in  Santo  Domingo,  San  Pedro  de  Macoris, 
Sanchez,  Puerto  Plata,  and  Santiago;  the  Banco  Nacional,  wdiich 
is  incorporated  under  the  Dominican  laws  and  represents  chiefly 
American  capital,  also  maintains  branches  in  these  cities. 

All  the  foregoing  institutions  report  satisfactory  business  during 
1917.  Their  principal  functions  consist  in  making  advancements 
against  documents,  making  collections,  and  selling  exchange.  Bank 
deposits  in  the  Dominican  Republic  in  no  sense  serve  as  an  index  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  country.  Neither  the  business  public  nor  the 
people  generally  have  been  educated  to  carry  their  liquid  wealth 
on  deposit  in  the  banks.  These  institutions,  therefore,  are  obliged 
to  do  business  on  their  capital.  As  a  general  rule  nearly  all  the 
merchant's  capital  is  converted  into  and  maintained  in  his  stocks, 
and  business  is  done  almost  entirely  on  a  system  of  credit  peculiar 
to  the  country. 

The  United  States  gold  dollar  was  in  1897  adopted  as  the  standard 
of  value  of  the  Dominican  Republic.  United  States  gold  and  silver 
coins  and  paper  currency  are  in  circulation  and  constitute  the  prin- 
cipal medimn  of  exchange.  In  addition,  there  is  a  limited  amount 
of  Dominican  coinage  in  circulation,  including  the  peso  and  some 
fractional  currency  Avhich  pass  current  at  the  rate  of  five  to  one. 
There  are  no  Dominican  gold  coins  or  paper  currency  in  circulation. 

Financial  Conditions  Satisfactory  During  1917. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Dominican  Republic  at  the  close  of 
1917  was  excellent.  According  to  the  report  of  the  general  receiver 
of  Dominican  customs,  the  Republic  has  never  had  such  a  pros- 
perous year,  the  total  amount  derived  from  customs  revenue  being 
$5,329,571,  thus  surpassing  by  far  all  previous  records  and  register- 
ing an  increase  of  $1,294,217,  or  32.07  per  cent,  above  the  year  1916. 
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Import  duties  produced  $4,923,841  and  export  duties  $2(50,245,  as 
compared  with  $3,G80,T17  and  $248,572,  respectively,  during  1916. 

With  the  exception  of  Samana,  all  the  ports  (including'  those  on  the 
Haitian  frontier)  showed  substantial  increases'  over  tlie  preceding- 
year.  The  port  of  La  Romana  deserves  special  mention  on  account 
of  the  striking  advance  made  there  from  $83,012  in  1916  to  $273,115 
in  1917. 

The  share  of  the  year's  receipts  paid  over  to  the  Dominican  Gov- 
ernment in  accordance  with  the  convention  was  $2,455,784,  an  average 
of  $204,649  per  month.  In  addition,  the  Dominican  Government  re- 
ceived from  internal  revenue  the  sum  of  $1,226,447.  These  revenues 
are  now  collected  under  the  direct  charge  of  a  special  deputy  general 
receiver,  who  is  also  charged  with  the  disbursement  of  the  Govern- 
ment budget. 
Opportunity  for  Extension  of  Trade. 

While  the  gratifying  increase  in  the  volume  of  the  foreign  com- 
merce is  due  principally  to  the  development  of  natural  resources  re- 
sulting in  a  greater  volume  of  domestic  products  for  export  and  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  purchasing  power  of  the  country,  it 
should  be  understood  that  the  high  percentage  of  the  share  of  the 
United  States  in  the  trade  of  the  Republic  is  due,  in  large  measure, 
to  the  present  abnormal  conditions  which  have  placed  America  in  a 
position  to  take  over  nearly  all  the  share  of  its  over-sea  competition. 

To  hold  this  trade  under  normal  conditions  it  will  be  necessary  for 
the  American  producers  to  offer  the  Dominican  customer  as  generous 
terms  of  credit  as  he  can  find  elsewhere.  The  skill  of  the  American 
manufacturer  and  his  proximity  to  the  Dominican  market  Avill  en- 
able him  to  offer  a  better  article  more  quickly  than  his  competitor, 
and  it  only  remains  for  him  to  satisfy  his  customer  with  reference  to 
credit  accommodations. 

That  the  American  business  man  is  wide  awake  to  the  opportnnities 
of  the  Dominican  market  is  apparent  from  the  increasing  number  of 
commercial  representatives  visiting  the  countr}^  in  the  interest  of 
nearly  all  lines  of  production. 

The  country  is  large,  censidering  the  population,  and  is  rich,  fer- 
tile, and  undeveloped.  Railroads  are  to  be  built  and  equipped;  the 
timber  resources  are  to  be  tapped;  saw  mills  are  to  be  erected;  and 
modern  methods  of  agriculture  are  to  be  introduced,  for  which  all 
kinds  of  modern  agricultural  machines  will  be  needed.  The  demand 
is  constantly  increasing  in  the  important  cities  for  modern  electric 
lighting  plants  and  for  water  and  seAvage  systems.  It  is  evident  that 
as  the  Republic  is  entirely  dependent  upon  its  import  trade  to  supply 
its  needs,  a  market  exists  here  for  every  class  of  commercial  com- 
moditv. 
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